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File: LWVIN position changes 110117
Election Procedures
Voting is a fundamental citizen right that must be guaranteed.

To ensure uniform application of laws throughout the state and thereby assure each voter fair and equal
treatment at the polls, the responsibility to interpret Indiana election laws should remain with the state.
Also, the responsibility for evaluating and approving voting devices should remain with the state.

The responsibility for the selection of voting devices should remain at the local level.

In the approval and selection of voting devices, the most important factors must be secrecy of the vote,
access for voters (including accessibility for voters who have special needs), protection against fraud, and
accuracy of the vote count.

There must be assurances that qualified voters whose names are not on the poll list or who are challenged
will be able to vote. There should be the following options for such voters:

e Provisional ballots, which must be verified and counted in a fair and timely fashion.

o Certificates of error, which ensure that votes will be counted at the polling place. A voter should
be allowed to vote after a telephone confirmation that a certificate will be issued. The voter
should not be required to wait until the certificate arrives at the polling place.

Absentee voting should be allowed by mail, or in person at designated sites. Where-feasible,¢ Counties
should have the option of having vote centers as an alternative to precinct voting places. In all cases, the
integrity of the ballot must be assured.

Description of Election Day procedures should be simple, understandable, and available at each polling
place both for the voters and for the poll workers (precinct election officials). Poll workers must be able
to reach the election board before the polls open, during voting hours, and until their work is completed
after the polls close.

Voters should have easy access to information specifying the precincts in which specific addresses are
located. Official lists of write-in candidates should be posted at the polling places.

Whenever a change is made in voting devices or procedures, comprehensive retraining of election
officials, which includes addressing the issues of voters with special needs, should be mandatory.

The period between the primary and the general election should be reduced in order to lower campaign
costs and to help sustain voter interest. Sixty to ninety days is sufficient to conduct a statewide campaign.

Twelve hours is a sufficient amount of time for all citizens to vote at the polling sites. Each voter should
be allowed adequate time to cast a ballot.

Laws on electioneering should be strictly enforced.

Rationale: Paragraph 6 — The words, ‘Where feasible,” seem repetitive. If it wasn’t feasible, they
wouldn’t do it.



