League of Women Voters of Greater Lafayette

Board Meeting – 5PM, Ivy Tech, Ivy Hall Room 1345

5:00 p.m., September 16, 2008
Attendance

Betty Doversberger, Mida Grover, Jo Brooks, Jean Andres, Donna Giroux, Winnie Adler, Jane Frankenberger

Guest: Elizabeth Below

Minutes

Minutes of the August 2008 meeting were approved.  Jo Brook is now able to read e-mail attachments so no need to place them into the body of e-mails for her.  

Fund Drive

Rosemary Leary is not printing yet, but all is in order.  After a discussion, it was decided to hand address the envelopes at our “party” in hopes of improved response.  It was also discussed how we will organize our work so several people can work on the task without mixing up letters and envelopes.  Another idea to improve success is to handwrite a member’s name above the return address.  Donna will send a reminder invitation to all to come for the fun, wine and chocolate.  Betty will have coffee available.  Donna was asked to print return address labels for the fund drive letters and return envelopes.  She also agreed to call Rosemary about these decisions.  Betty will purchase envelopes and stamps.  She will try to get #9 envelopes for the return. 

Upcoming events

Making Democracy Work award - September 17 with Louis Mahern presenting on the Kernan-Sheppard report.  Jean announced that arrangements have been made to have the nominator and friends of the winner at the event.  The winner is Annette Goben, founder of Imagination Station and on the steering committee for Vision 20/20.  

Program planning meeting – Winnie will try to reserve the larger Walnut Room for the November 18 meeting that will follow the Board meeting.  LWVIN has several position revisions for concurrence.  There was a discussion of the difficulty of getting member interest in trying to understand and recommend change/no change on all our local and state positions in one meeting.  

Legislative Coffee – December 4.  Patsy Hoyer will again host.  Pat Corey is in charge of arrangements.

Mida reported that the immigration committee will present a meeting on Thursday January 8.

Winnie is taking care of having a table set up at Purdue for Constitution Day September 17.  It will not be staffed.

Report on recent events

The YWCA event and September 8 was very well attended with ~60 attending.

The fair booth with HAPA was successful.  A few individuals registered to vote.  It is unfortunate their forms have been lost.  Jean is going to ask County Clerk Linda Phillips to publish a general notice to newly registered voters to contact the election office if they do not receive an official voter postcard within 2-3 weeks of registering.

The September 15 forum with WALLA was very well attended and well publicized.  It is regrettable that Betty did not have the chance to give her closing remarks and to promote and remind people about our on line voters guide. 

The summer picnic meeting August 23 had good weather and a good presentation, but low attendance.  Attendance was about the same as last year in terrible weather.

Archives

Serving as our consultant presents a conflict for Stephanie Schmitz who is the archivist for women’s history at Purdue.  She provided written criteria for us to use in evaluating archival repositories.  Jean will call the Tippecanoe County Historical Society for an appointment.  It is desirable for Cathy Potter and Liz Solberg to be involved since they are experience with our materials.  We need to store our stuff somewhere beside the president’s garage.  Stephanie will attend the October board meeting.   

Professional Writing Intern

Elizabeth Below is a junior at Purdue who will be our professional writing intern for the semester.  Several projects were presented.  They include help with our on line voters guide, writing our history, finalizing the power point presentation, Officials Directory, and new membership brochure.  Betty will send the draft power point presentation to Elizabeth.  Winnie will ask Cathy Potter and Liz Solberg to contact Elizabeth regarding our history as they have compiled it.  She stated that she was familiar with the voters guide published in her hometown near Chicago from a young age (before she could vote).

Calendars

CVS has received the OK from the corporate level to sell our calendars locally.  We have a vendor number with them.  Winnie reported that Copy Mat expects the calendars today.  Jean agreed to call and check on this Wednesday 9/17.  Mary Lee Parker suggested we order 600 calendars since we sold 550 last year.

Next newsletter

The deadline for the next newsletter is October 31.  The following are asked to submit articles:

Jean Andres – Making Democracy Work award, Naturalization Ceremony, WALLA forum 

Cathy Potter/Mida Grover - Immigration Reform 

Winnie Adler - Program Planning meeting 

Elizabeth Below - Internship with the League 

Liz Solberg/John Corey - Wabash River Enhancement Corporation 

Pat Corey  - Legislative Coffee 

Betty Doversberger - Fund Drive 

Mary Lee Parker – Calendars

Jane – photos of the WALLA forum

Donna – photos of the naturalization ceremony

Jane asked to have newsletter items sent to her for posting on the web.

Other business

K.D. Benson is in charge of the spring meeting on the open door law.

Lori-Stein Sabol will get speakers for the April meeting on women and the law.

We are presenting a program in May on judges.

Membership

Donna reported that 19 members still have not renewed.  She will send e-mails as follow up to the previously sent letters and postcards.  Letters will be sent to those without e-mail addresses. 

Ramona Lawson has printed stickers for our membership brochures to correct the web address.  She has also prepared corrected inserts listing the Board members and activities planned for the year.

Voter Service

Pat Corey will get a place for the Legislative Breakfast that will be held on Saturday January 31, 2009.

There was a discussion of providing information to voters regarding the referendum on the consolidation of assessors to one per county (not township).  This only applies to Fairfield Township in the next election.  Nothing was decided about this.

Online voters guide – the only responses received so far are from Tim Brown and Susan Schecter.  Jean will call party headquarters (Bob Hicks and Heather Maddox) to have them encourage candidate participation.

Voter Registration

Registering new citizens as voters after the naturalization ceremony before Global Fest was very successful.  Donna, Jean and Mida recommend doing it again next year.  

Next meeting 

October 21 5PM at the West Lafayette Library

Adjournment by consensus

Respectfully submitted,

Donna Giroux, Secretary

