November 2008
2008 Review of Eight LWVIN Positions (For complete text of positions, see members’ website http://leaguelafayette.org/members_only.html)
Mandatory Kindergarten: Favors mandatory state-supported kindergarten attendance and supports requiring school corporations to establish either a full-day or a combination full-day and half-day program with parental choice.  Assumes state government full tuition support 
Retain_____ Drop_____ Review or restudy_____

Dissemination of Voting Information: Through various public media, election officials should provide adequate and timely information about registration procedures, lists of candidates on the ballot, polling places, and voting procedures.
Retain_____ Drop_____ Review or restudy_____

Poll Workers: Support of efforts to recruit, train, and fairly compensate adequate numbers of poll workers.

Retain_____ Drop_____ Review or restudy_____

Election Recounts: The state should maintain uniform and equitable recount procedures for state and local offices.  Local and state election officials should fully cooperate with federal officials in recounts involving U.S. senators, representatives, or the president.

Retain_____ Drop_____ Review or restudy_____

Illegal Substances: Supports comprehensive programs and cooperation among law enforcement agencies and the judicial system to eliminate the manufacture, distribution and use of illegal substances.

Retain_____ Drop_____ Review or restudy_____

Children at Risk: Support of LWV national position and of intervention on behalf of children at risk, including specific measures to achieve these goals.

Retain_____ Drop_____ Review or restudy_____

Domestic Violence: Support of LWV national position and of various means, especially legal procedures, to combat the problem of domestic violence.

Retain_____ Drop_____ Review or restudy_____

Motor Vehicle Licensing System: Support of state operation of the motor vehicle licensing system, with guidelines to establish standards for operation, full disclosure of all collections and disbursements, and periodic auditing.

Retain_____ Drop_____ Review or restudy_____

Concurrence on Two Revised LWVIN Positions 

Proposed Wording of “Local Government”  (See original wording and changes on members’ website.)
The League of Women Voters of Indiana (LWVIN) supports the following principles of local government. 

Representative and participatory:  The LWVIN supports strategies that promote representation of populations served; information that is complete, clearly presented and accessible; services that are accessible; and citizen input and review of all policy making. 

Efficient and effective:  The LWVIN supports local government organization and processes that produce the desired result with minimum expenditure of inputs:  money, time, manpower, other.  Where appropriate, intergovernmental cooperation should be an essential element of governmental processes. 

Accountable, transparent and accessible:  The LWVIN supports accountability, transparency and accessibility of elected and appointed officials.  Officials who make policy and levy taxes are accountable to the voters.  Officials who administer policy are accountable to the elected officials who appoint them. 

Flexible:  The LWVIN supports choices for cities, counties and towns in the ways they organize and administer their work within guidelines set by the state. 
Fair and equitable: The LWVIN supports fair and equitable processes and services.

Continuous improvement:  The LWVIN supports provisions for the continuous improvement of governmental processes including, but not limited to:  technical assistance, qualifications for and training of personnel, standards, evaluation, reporting, data collection, and research. 
Support_____ Support with changes_____ Do not support_____

Comments:

Proposed Wording of “Local Government Finance” (See original and changes on members’ website.)
Local government units should be allowed to use a mix of taxing options or alternatives, in addition to equitable property taxation, for financing local governmental operations. 

There is a need for flexibility in funding services at the local level.  Local government units should have the ability to choose the most appropriate remedy, as established by law.
Local government units depend on and need a program of state fiscal support including, but not limited to, distribution of taxes collected statewide as well as state general fund surpluses.  State funds should be used to compensate local governments for taxes not paid on tax-exempt state property.

State government should enable a variety of local option income taxes that allow increases in local revenues for purposes other than property tax replacement. These taxes may be levied on both personal and/or corporate income. When a county adopts such a tax, it should apply to all income generated in that county, with no credits given to either residents or nonresidents. 
Support_____ Support with changes_____ Do not Support_____
Comments:
